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HEADLINES

1. BASELINE ANALYSIS OF THE JEZZINE DISTRICT



Jezzine is one of the 3 districts of the South Lebanon Governorate,

and is composed of 38 villages
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It is located approximately 30 min away from the Port of Saida,

Lebanon’s 3" biggest Sea port
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Jezzine is the smallest districts of the South Governorate, with an area

of 241 km?2, accounting for 26% of the Governorate's total size...
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... and is the least populated district with around 25,000 inhabitants,

accounting for 4% of the South population
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There are 2 vocational schools in Jezzine, and students usually attend

one of Saida’s 8 universities. ..
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...however, the presence of 11 public schools, of which 5 are located in
Jezzine city maintains a high literacy rate in the district, higher than the

Lebanese average
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Most of the Jezzine territory is covered in natural areas, the highest portion

compared to South Lebanon Districts. ..
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... and is situated between 300 to 1600 meters above sea level ensuring

mild climate conditions and ditferent soil types
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The 3 rivers spanning its area render the agriculture sector a primary source

of activity for the Jezzine inhabitants. ..
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... with different agricultural activities and a variety of agricultural produces

coming from Jezzine
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Initiatives have been put in place to expand agricultural activities, but there’s room
for increased investment along the Agriculture and Agrofood value chain

INITIATIVES TO BOOST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION OF JEZZINE

* Jezzine Pine Cooperative Creation of the Pine House, a processing
e USAID unit for pine nuts providing processing,

* Ministry of Agriculture packing, and marketing services of pine
* Union of Municipalities of Jezzine nuts.

Supported improvements in processing

* Olive Oil Cooperative of Jezzine at Olive Oil mills. Established an olive ol
e USAID collection, milling, bottling, and storage
center.

Training of Trainers (TOT) beekeeping
program fo sustain and increase the pro-
duction of honey.

® Jezzine Cooperative

e USAID
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Tourism is also an important economic driver of the region which offers

a regional park and important summer health locations. ..

MAP OF LEBANON'STOURISTIC

MAP OF JEZZINE DISTRICT TOURISTIC
ATTRACTIONS | 2005

ATTRACTIONS | 2005

AKKAR Q Pine Forests
1 Oak Forest

7 Hiking Trails

NORTH

BAALBEK
EL-HERMEL

MOUNT
BERUT  LEBANON
BEKAA
m Jezzine District
1 Summer health, thalassotherapy
NABATI :

Picturesque village
Cedars corridor
SOUTH Regional park

IDAL 2017
JEZZINE DISTRICT

Source: Council for Reconstruction and Development, 2005



...in addition to the highest concentration of remarkable landscapes,

including natural sites, cascades, grottos, and a picturesque village
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Investment have taken place in 7 hotels mostly located in Azour and Jezzine villages...
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... and employing 103 people, with around 80% of them working

in Azour and Bkassine villages
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Individual activity is mostly concentrated in non-mineral and metal subsectors...
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... with stones, marbles and cutlery most commonly produced providing

the opportunity to develop a handicraft industry
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The majority of the labor force in Jezzine is

with some in food and beverage

engaged in non-mineral mining
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Jezzine city is the center of the industrial activities of the district, with around

40% of industrial companies and around 40% of total industrial workforce
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The majority of industrial products manutactured in Jezzine are exported

to Europe and Africa...
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. and with a large percentage relying on import of raw material from Europe

INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES THAT IMPORT MAIN IMPORT DESTINATION OF INDUSTRIAL
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Strengths and Opportunities of the Jezzine District

* Abundance of natural and water resources e The Agriculture sector generates around 4.7%
STRENGTHS ® Perfect climate conditions OPPORTU- | of Lebanon’s GDP

* Large proportion of agricultural territories NITIES * In 2014/2015, world production of pine nuts

* Largest production of pine nuts in Lebanon achieved 39,950 MT, 86% up from 2004

* Only Wine region in South Lebanon Governorate * The Agro Food sector is the largest industrial sector
® Rich cultural heritage in Lebanon accounting for 18% of total industrial

e Unique touristic landscape entferprises

* Reputation of the stones and cutlery crafts e Total contribution of the tourism sector to GDP was
* 30 min away from the port of Saida 25.1% in 2013, the highest rate in the region

e High literacy rate * The industrial sector accounts for 7.5% of national

* Reputation of Jezzine as a summer destination output and employs 25% of the labor force
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AGRICULTURE ® Investment opportunities in pine nut production

2
AGRO-FOOD

3
TOURISM

* Increased opportunities for olive oil and wine
production due to the region’s diverse topography,
climate and fertile soil

* |nvestment opportunities in Goat Dairy products

* |Investment opportunities in eco-tourism




The largest pine forest in the MENA, Bkassine, provides opportunities for
large scale production of pine nuts. There is currently only 1 processing/

packaging facility in Jezzine
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, Olive oil is amongst the most prominent Lebanese agro-industrial
ducts with a high export potential, however there is only 1 olive

acro-foop e e
oil producer in the region
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, breeding is more extended than cow breeding in Jezzine
S and has a high potential to satisfy the large local demand for

dairy products

MAIN ANIMAL BREEDING HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION
ACTIVITIES IN JEZZINE BY TYPE OF PRODUCT %2010
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B Other Food Products
B Fats & Oils

Goats 8,624

Sheep 673

B Non Alcoholic Beverages
B Processed Foods & Other

Cows 455
B Sugar, Chocolate & Sweets

Source: AFC Consultants, Jezzine Feasability Study Source: Lebanese National Accounts, 2010
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\ There is only 1 winery in Jezzine, but due to the importance of

EEY Jezzine as the only wine region in South Lebanon, other wineries

have established vineyards in the area
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Jezzine encompasses the majority of natural sites of South Lebanon,
providing opportunities for eco-tourism and summer activities, however

only 3 hotels cater for this need
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